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TAGS: EAIR, AS 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PAA REQUEST FOR GOA CORRESPONDENCE 
REF: (A) STATE 274950, (B) STATE 273361, (C) STATE 267674 

1 . IN DEPARTMENT'S CABLES ON CLASSIFICATION STATUS OF 1971 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, THERE IS NO INDICATION AS TO 
WHICH OF THE TWO COUNTRIES WISHED TO HAVE MEMORANDUM KEPT 
OUTSIDE OF PUBLIC DOMAIN. NOR WHAT USG PRESENT PREFERENCES 
ARE. WE SURMISE THAT IT MAY HAVE BEEN USG WHICH DESIRED 

TO CONTROL ITS DISPOSITION, INASMUCH AS PROCEDURE REPRESENTED 
A CONCESSION TO GOA; CONVERSELY, WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY 
REASONS WHY AUSTRALIA WOULD CONSIDER IT IN ITS INTERESTS 
TO CLASSIFY MEMORANDUM. 

2. IF USG PRESENTLY HAS NO CONCERN WITH RESTRICTING 
DISSEMINATION OF MEMORANDUM, EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE 
TO AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT THAT BOTH SIDES PLACE THE 
MEMORANDUM IN AN UNRESTRICTED, UNCLASSIFIED STATUS. ON 

THE OTHER HAND, IF USG WISHES MEMORANDUM TO REMAIN RESTRICTED, 
EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE THAT DEPARTMENT FORMALLY 
CLASSIFY DOCUMENT. PLEASE ADVISE DEPARTMENT'S 
PREFERENCES. ALSTON 
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